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Better Choices For Our Communities




Smart Growth America’s 2010 Federal Policy Agenda 
Better Transportation Choices for Americans

· Make the Surface Transportation bill, which is scheduled for reauthorization this year, in line with today’s economic and environmental realities by instituting a national mission and performance objectives for the program as in the National Transportation Objectives Act (H.R. 2724/S. 1036).  The entire transportation program should be restructured to better support affordable transportation choices, economic development, and the types of walkable, vibrant communities that Americans increasingly desire. 

· Recognize the important link between our oil consumption, climate change, and our country’s unsustainable development patterns by supporting provisions and funding in the Clean Energy Jobs & American Power Act that would help states and regions reduce transportation sector emissions. Help increase this funding by supporting the Clean, Low-Emission, Affordable, New Transportation Efficiency Act (CLEAN-TEA, H.R. 1329/S. 575), which dedicates 10 percent of cap-and-trade climate funds to public transportation, inter-city rail, and the infrastructure changes necessary to create cleaner, cheaper transportation choices. 

· Create safer streets for pedestrians, bikers, children, and the elderly and disabled by supporting the Complete Streets Act of 2009 (H.R. 1443/S. 584), which requires transportation planners and engineers to consider the needs of all these people when building or rebuilding our roads, the Safe Routes to Schools Act (S. 1156/H.R. 4021), and the Active Community Transportation Act.
· Support the prioritization of maintenance and sustainable transportation investments, like transit operating support, in any jobs legislation before Congress, which will create the most jobs more quickly than other transportation investments while improving the condition of our infrastructure and creating cheaper, cleaner transportation choices for Americans.  

Community Revitalization & Redevelopment 

· Help communities dealing with the drag of vacant and abandoned properties use creative solutions to bring these properties back into productive use. The Community Regeneration, Sustainability, and Innovation Act (CRSI, H.R. 932/S. 453) would establish a three-year grant program to help communities design and implement strategies to deal with vacant and abandoned properties. 

· Encourage the redevelopment of brownfields, which help revitalize communities, create jobs, and facilitate economic development, by reauthorizing the EPA Brownfields program.  
· Promote energy efficient buildings and economic development in America’s historic downtowns and Main Streets by passing the Retrofit for Energy and Environmental Performance Program Act (H.R. 1778) and the Community Restoration and Revitalization Act (H.R. 3715/S. 1743), which would create incentives for sustainability retrofits in historic buildings and smaller historic projects. 
More Livable & Energy Efficient Neighborhoods
· Help local communities plan for and create better and more affordable places to live, work, and raise families by passing the Livable Communities Act of 2009 (S. 1619), which provides funding and technical assistance to coordinate transportation, housing and land use planning and implement projects to create livable communities.
· Make it easier for Americans to afford to live in walkable, convenient neighborhoods by supporting the Energy Efficiency in Housing Act of 2009 (S. 1379), which includes incentives for ‘location efficient’ mortgages that reflect the transportation cost savings of living in walkable neighborhoods with public transportation.

· Create a more sustainable transportation system that supports livable communities by cosponsoring the Enhancing Livability for All Americans Act (H.R. 4287). This legislation creates an Office of Livability at U.S. DOT that will oversee efforts to improve sustainable transportation choices, help support regional visioning efforts, and provide technical assistance to communities that want more sustainable transportation systems.

· Support greener neighborhoods that provide recreation opportunities, encourage walking and bicycling, and promote economic activity through the Green Communities Act (H.R. 2222). 
Development that Protects the Environment

· Help conserve open space and reduce runoff pollution by supporting fix-it-first policies for water infrastructure investments, which encourages redevelopment and investment in existing communities, in the Clean Water and Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund reauthorization.

· Account for the benefits that smart growth practices, infill, and redevelopment provide to water quality in any stormwater legislation. 

Funding to Implement the Sustainable Communities Agenda 
Last year, the Obama administration and several federal agencies (U.S. DOT, EPA, & HUD) announced the launch of the ‘Sustainable Communities Partnership,’ an unprecedented effort to coordinate programs across agencies to create more livable communities: places that are cleaner, greener, and provide better housing, transportation, and economic opportunities for all Americans. Funding to help implement this agenda is critical to its success and to ensuring all communities, big and small, have the resources to chart more sustainable futures. 

· EPA Programs: Increase funding for the EPA Smart Growth Program, to $40 million, in the FY2011 appropriations legislation. This program has successfully provided hundreds of towns and cities across the country the cutting edge research and technical assistance they need to strengthen their competitiveness and grow sustainably. Include $250 million in funding for the EPA Brownfields program, which helps communities clean up and transform blighted, polluted areas into vibrant places. 

· HUD Programs: Include at least $150 million for HUD’s Sustainability office to support sustainable regional planning efforts across the country. Help support sustainable economic development by including $25 million for the Brownfields Economic Development Initiative (BEDI) and $6 million for the 108 loan guarantee program, which complement the EPA brownfields program but serve unique niches in facilitating redevelopment. 

· U.S. DOT Programs: Include at least $20 million for DOT’s livability initiative, which is helping to create more sustainable communities and transportation choices for Americans. 

National Organization

Adventure Cycling Association * American Farmland Trust * American Planning Association * American Rivers * Center for Community Change * Center for Transit-Oriented Development • Congress for the New Urbanism * The Conservation Fund * Conservation Law Foundation * Defenders of Wildlife * Enterprise Community Partners * Environmental and Energy Study Institute * Environmental Defense Fund * Environmental Justice Resource Center * Environmental Law & Policy Center * Friends of the Earth * Gamaliel Foundation * Good Jobs First * Goody Clancy * Institute for Sustainable Communities * Land Trust Alliance * League of Women Voters for Smart Growth * Liveable Communities Support Center * Local Government Commission * Local Initiatives Support Corporation * National Association of Railroad Passengers * National Center for Bicycling and Walking * National Complete Streets Coalition * National Low Income Housing Coalition * National Trust for Historic Preservation * National Wildlife Federation * Natural Resources Defense Council * NCB Capital Impacts * Northeast Midwest Coalition * PolicyLink * Project for Public Spaces * Rails-to-Trails Conservancy * Reconnecting America * Scenic America * Sierra Club * Sonoran Institute * Southern Environmental Law Center * Surface Transportation Policy Partnership * The Trust for Public Land * U.S. Public Interest Research Group * UNC Gillings School  of Global Public Health

Regional, State and Local Organizations

Alabama

• Smart Coast

• Conservation Alabama

Alaska

• Anchorage Citizens Coalition

California

• Greenbelt Alliance

• TransForm

• Urban Habitat Program

Colorado

• Environment Colorado

• Colorado Environmental Coalition

Connecticut

• 1000 Friends of Connecticut

• Regional Plan Association

District of Columbia

• Chesapeake Bay Foundation

• Coalition for Smarter Growth 

Florida

• 1000 Friends of Florida

• Smart Growth Partnership

Georgia

• Atlanta Neighborhood Development Partnership

• The Georgia Conservancy

• Livable Communities Coalition

Hawaii

• Hawaii's Thousand Friends

Idaho

• Greater Yellowstone Coalition 

• Idaho Smart Growth

Illinois

• The Biodiversity Project

• Center for Neighborhood Technology

• Metropolitan Planning Council

• Openlands

Iowa

• 1000 Friends of Iowa

Kansas

• The Land Institute

Kentucky

• Bluegrass Tomorrow

Louisiana

• The Center for Planning Excellence

• Smart Growth for Louisiana

Maine

• Grow Smart Maine

• Natural Resources Council of Maine

Maryland

• 1000 Friends of Maryland

• Chesapeake Bay Foundation

• Coalition for Smarter Growth

Massachusetts

• Massachusetts Smart Growth Alliance

Michigan

• Michigan Suburbs Alliance

• Michigan Land Use Institute

• Michigan Environmental Council

Minnesota

• 1000 Friends of Minnesota

Montana

• Montana Smart Growth Coalition

• Greater Yellowstone Coalition *

New Jersey

• New Jersey Future

• Regional Plan Association 

New Mexico

• Alliance for Transportation Research Institute

New York

• Regional Plan Association *

• West Harlem Environmental Action

• Empire State Future

North Carolina

• North Carolina Smart Growth Alliance

Ohio

• Greater Ohio

Oregon

• 1000 Friends of Oregon

Pennsylvania

• 10000 Friends of Pennsylvania

• Pennsylvania Environmental Council

• Chesapeake Bay Foundation 

Rhode Island

• Grow Smart Rhode Island

South Carolina

• Coastal Conservation League

• Upstate Forever

Tennessee

• Cumberland Region Tomorrow

Texas

• Houston Tomorrow

Utah

• Greater Yellowstone Coalition 

Vermont

• Smart Growth Vermont

• Vermont Natural Resources Council

Virginia

• Chesapeake Bay Foundation

• Coalition for Smarter Growth

• Piedmont Environmental Council

Washington

• FutureWise

• Cascade Land Conservancy

• Transportation Choices Coalition

Wisconsin

• 1000 Friends of Wisconsin

• Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin

Wyoming

• Greater Yellowstone Coalition 

British Columbia (CAN)

• Smart Growth BC




For more information on Smart Growth America, visit www.smartgrowthamerica.org or contact Kate Rube, Smart Growth America’s Federal Policy Director, at 202-207-3355 x14 or krube@smartgrowthamerica.org


