CLEAN-TEA, S. 575

Senate Talking Points

For more information, contact Stephanie Potts, spotts@smartgrowthamerica.org or 202-207-3355 x125.

Short Talking Points

Ask to speak to the staff person that works on transportation.

· We want to talk about the need for smart growth and transportation choices to be a key solution included in global warming legislation, and a bill we’re supporting that accomplishes that goal, CLEAN-TEA, Clean Low-Emission Affordable New Transportation Efficiency Act S. 575 introduced by Senator Carper).

· The bill ensures that we meet our climate targets and provides Americans with low-cost, convenient transportation choices and walkable communities by investing 10% of revenue generated from a climate bill in green transportation projects, such as high speed rail, transit, sidewalks, and other strategies to give people transportation options and reduce the amount we drive.

· Studies show that reducing the amount we drive, or vehicle miles traveled, is necessary to reach climate targets because gains in vehicle efficiency and low-carbon fuels would be wiped out by increased rates of driving.

· Studies also show that smart growth and green transportation are a cost-effective way to get greenhouse gas reductions, actually saving communities and consumers money in the long run by reducing infrastructure costs, reducing the amount spent on gas, and spurring high quality real estate development.

· People are in favor of these types of solutions that reduce their transportation expenses and can make a big difference in household budgets, families without transportation choices have been show to spend up to 15% more of their budget on transportation costs, sometimes more than they spend on housing.
· ASK: Will Senator [NAME] co-sponsor Senate bill 575, CLEAN-TEA?

·  If you have any questions you can contact Stephanie Potts at Smart Growth America, our DC based partner, or Paul Schmid in Senator Carper’s office.

If the person does not commit one way or the other, ask for a response in writing to your request to co-sponsor.

Long Talking Points

· We want to talk about the need for smart growth and transportation choices to be a key solution included in global warming legislation, and a bill we’re supporting that accomplishes that goal, CLEAN-TEA.

· The transportation sector is the second-largest source of global warming emissions in the United States and the largest user of oil.  It is also the fastest-growing, due mainly to the increasing amount that Americans drive.

· Despite some stagnation in the last year because of the economy, driving --or vehicle miles traveled rates-- have grown by three times the rate of population growth over the past 15 years, largely because we’ve designed the vast majority of our communities in ways that give people no other option but to drive everywhere.

· But people don’t want to spend 4 or 5 hours a day in their cars—beyond the fact that it takes away time from doing more valuable things, it costs a lot of money. The average American who lives in an area that’s walkable and has transit spends only 9% of their income on transportation, while the person living in an area that requires driving spends more than 25% of their income each month on transportation. 

· In every survey the National Association of Realtors has done, more than half of the respondents say they want to live in walkable places that have good public transportation access. Yet few places in the U.S. provide these options—which is why they’re so desirable and as a result, increasingly expensive. 

· If we don’t change our VMT pattern, the total number of miles that Americans drive each year is expected to continue to increase - up to 50 percent by 2030.  The emissions from all that extra driving would wipe out the expected CO2 reductions of auto efficiency standards and renewable fuel requirements recently passed by Congress.

· Transportation alternatives, paired with more efficient land use, are critical tools if we are serious about addressing climate change. These strategies can significantly reduce global warming emissions, AND they help reduce our dependence on oil, save people money at the gas pump, save communities money on infrastructure costs, and deliver the kind of vibrant, walkable places that are in demand.  

· Recent analysis by the Center for Clean Air Policy shows that these strategies have a net economic benefit from the benefits of infrastructure savings to communities, spurring real estate development, and reducing the amount people have to spend on gas.  The anlaysis also shows you can get substantial reductions from these strategies 145 million metric tons of carbon dioxide (MMTCO2) in the year 2030, equivalent to the annual emissions of about 30 million cars or 35 large coal plants

· This isn’t just a solution for big cities—many smaller towns across the country are using smart growth solutions to help revitalize their main streets and help people live closer to their jobs and places they need to run errands. 

· CLEAN-TEA is legislation introduced by Senators Carper (D-DE) and Specter (D-PA) would set aside 10 percent of the funding generated by a cap-and-trade climate bill to go to a Low-Greenhouse Gas Transportation Fund, to be used for projects within a transportation greenhouse gas reduction plan developed by states and MPOs. 

· Eligible activities for funding from the Low-Greenhouse Gas Transportation Fund would include helping states and MPOs develop the transportation greenhouse gas reduction plans and funding projects within those plans, including: public transportation, passenger and freight rail improvements, biking and pedestrian improvements, as well as land use changes that would help make communities more walkable.
ASKS: 

1. CLEAN-TEA: Will your boss cosponsor CLEAN-TEA, S 575? (Contact: Paul Schmid in Senator Carper’s office

2. Will your boss also weigh in with Senator Boxer about the need to include smart growth and transportation choices in their climate legislation?

