The Honorable [SENATOR NAME]

U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator [LAST NAME]:

We are writing to support the Clean Low-Emission Affordable New Transportation Efficiency Act (CLEAN-TEA), S. 575, and to urge you to co-sponsor this important, forward-thinking legislation. [ADD INFO ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION AND WHO YOU REPRESENT]

CLEAN-TEA complements vital efforts to adopt a comprehensive cap on greenhouse gases by ensuring that states and metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) have the framework and resources to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation sector. CLEAN-TEA would set aside 10 percent of the revenues raised by this type of legislation to help states and regions develop and implement plans to provide transportation alternatives that reduce vehicle miles traveled and save people money at the gas pump by investing in smart growth and green transportation, such as public transit, intercity rail, and pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure.

Many Americans live in communities that lack convenient and reliable access to public transportation or walking and bicycling facilities. This situation persists despite unprecedented demand for more walkable communities with better transportation choices. Fewer than 5 percent of Americans live within walking distance of a transit stop; however, of those who do, 33 percent regularly use public transportation and 44 percent regularly travel by walking or biking. Lacking more affordable options, families are being squeezed by transportation costs, which are now the second largest average expense after housing. The average American who lives in an area that’s walkable and has transit spends only 9% of their income on transportation, while the person living in an area that requires driving spends more than 25% of their income each month on transportation.
Places around the country are already seeing the benefits of the smart land use and transportation planning planning that CLEAN-TEA encourages. For example, in Sacramento, the Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted a blueprint planning process that compared a business-as-usual 2035 plan to one that prioritized investments in public transportation and more compact, walkable development. The latter plan, which has been adopted by this six-county region, projects GHG savings of 7.2 MMT CO2 by 2050, while saving $9 billion in infrastructure costs and $380 million in annual consumer fuel costs, yielding a net economic benefit of almost $200 per ton of CO2 saved.  With the technical assistance and resources provided by CLEAN-TEA the regions in [your state] could take advantage of opportunities exist for both short and longer term GHG reductions through smarter transportation plans and programs.  

Funding from CLEAN-TEA could fund several important transportation projects in [your state] [ADD EXAMPLES]
We encourage your co-sponsorship of CLEAN-TEA, legislation that would reduce our greenhouse gas emissions, dependence on foreign oil, and save money and improve the quality of life for the residents of [your state].

Sincerely,

[YOUR ORGANIZATION]




