Dear Majority Leader Reid,  

As you work on crafting energy legislation for the Senate to pass this year, our organizations write to ask for your support in including transportation efficiency provisions (Sections 1711, 1712, and 1721) from the American Power Act, coupled with funding for clean transportation options. These transportation policies, which originated in Senator Tom Carper's CLEAN-TEA bill, will make significant advances in addressing the impact that transportation has on our energy dependence, mobility, and economic development, and are an essential complement to the progress made on clean vehicle technology.   

The transportation sector is the second largest and fastest growing source of greenhouse gas emissions and accounts for nearly 70 percent of our country's oil use. The policies included in the American Power Act, as well as in S. 3601 and S. 575, provide a strong framework for ensuring that transportation sector emissions are reduced by establishing a national goal for transportation sector greenhouse gas reductions and directing state departments of transportation (DOTs) and large metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) to include targets and strategies for reducing transportation sector greenhouse gas emissions in existing planning efforts. The American Power Act also included $6.25 billion in funding to ensure that states and regional transportation agencies have the ability and incentive to make significant gains in reducing oil consumption within the transportation sector.    

Expanding opportunities for America's citizens and businesses to travel and ship goods using less energy is one of the most cost-effective ways to meet our climate goals and reduce our dependence on oil.  These policies, coupled with funding for clean transportation, will provide Americans with low-cost transportation choices that will save them money on gas, create green jobs, invest in our communities, and start to build the 21st century transportation system that this country needs to remain economically competitive. A recent Transportation For America poll found that two-thirds of respondents would like "more transportation options so they have the freedom to choose how to get where they need to go" and more than 80 percent say that "the United States would benefit from an expanded and improved transportation system, such as rail and buses."   

We look forward to working with you on energy legislation that puts us on the path to a cleaner and less oil dependent transportation future.

Sincerely,
