LIVABLE COMMUNITIES ACT  

Talking Points for Calls

Hi, this is ________ with __________. May I please speak with name of Housing/Environment LA? I am calling regarding the Livable Communities Act. 

· The Livable Communities Act, sponsored by Senator Dodd (D-CT) and Congressman Ed Perlmutter (D-CO), would provide competitive grant money and technical assistance to help local communities create better and more affordable places to live, work and raise families.  This is about helping communities become more economically prosperous, save money, and create the kind of quality of life that is essential for attracting people and jobs. 

· This bill would also improve coordination of federal policies by authorizing a new Office of Sustainable Housing and Communities to administer these sustainability initiatives through the Department of Housing and Urban Development, which will help reduce bureaucracy and better align programs/policies in ways that support local communities. 
· I would like to ask Senator/Rep _______ to consider co-sponsoring the Livable Communities Act. (Talk about applications from your state for the HUD grants and/or trends in your state/areas and the demand you’re seeing both for walkable, transit-served, mixed use neighborhoods AND the need for more effective regional planning.)
· This legislation, directed mainly at HUD, has three main components:

1. A Comprehensive Planning Grant Program, to help regions develop sustainability plans that integrate transportation, housing, economic development, and environmental protection. When regions have done these kind of plans, it helps create agreement among different stakeholders about a long term vision—which can then help fast track transportation and development proposals, reduce disagreement on projects, and encourage the legal and funding changes necessary to make more sustainable projects happen. 

2. A Challenge Grant Program, which will help communities fund innovative projects included in regional plans that further sustainability goals. These projects can help support transit-oriented development; improve public transportation; create pedestrian and bicycle thoroughfares; redevelop brownfields; and foster economic development.  

3. Institutionalizes in law the newly formed Interagency Council on Sustainable Communities, which includes the Department of Housing and Urban Development, the Department of Transportation, the Environmental Protection Agency, and other federal agencies. This council will help ensure that federal policies and planning requirements are being coordinated to further sustainable development, which will result in more efficient, clear, and effective governance from these agencies. 
· ASK: Will you cosponsor the Livable Communities Act?

