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Smart Growth America Coalition Member Info & Application

Who are we?

Smart Growth America is a coalition of national, state and local organizations working to improve the ways we plan and build the towns, cities and metro areas we call home. The coalition includes many of the best-known national organizations advocating on behalf of historic preservation, the environment, farmland and open space preservation, neighborhood revitalization and more. Our state- and regional-level members are community-based organizations working to save treasured landscapes while making our towns and cities ever more livable.

What does it mean to be a Smart Growth America Member?

As a coalition, Smart Growth America depends on its members for leadership, counsel, and on-the-ground connections.  Coalition members are encouraged to sponsor SGA caucuses at their events and are encouraged to actively participate in various committees.  In return, we provide a strong, clear voice at the national level, communication tools, information on federal legislation, research (including interpretation of existing research), and connections to like-minded groups across the country.  Coalition members agree to support SGA’s public policy work, share timely information, and undertake common initiatives where possible.

What are the benefits of membership?

· Representation and updates on relevant federal issues, as well as updates on state and regional smart growth issues
· Access to SGA staff for advice, policy information, and technical support and connections with the leading national and local organizations working on smart growth
· Regular coalition calls and annual meetings as well as other conference calls and trainings focused on relevant topics like message development and “hot” smart growth issues
· Participation in setting and carrying out SGA coalition priorities, set on an annual basis
· Invitation to participate as local release partners for Smart Growth America’s reports
· Discounted fee for SGA staff to speak and information on smart growth grant opportunities

· Optional participation in SGA's Federal Policy Committee. The Federal Policy committee works actively on federal policy matters, from determining SGA’s federal policy agenda to deciding the coalition’s position on specific issues. This committee meets at least quarterly, including a December meeting to shape the coalition’s agenda for the next Congressional session; the results of the December meeting are ratified by the entire coalition at the winter annual meeting. The committee is limited to a certain number of members.  However, if interest exceeds capacity, the committee members will determine how best to integrate all interested parties.
How does my organization become a member and what are the responsibilities of membership?
Becoming a Smart Growth America Member is easy.  We simply ask that you agree to do the following things:

· Endorse Smart Growth America’s mission (sign the member compact) and fill out the member information form, both below

· Help set and act on Smart Growth America’s coalition campaign priorities
· Provide a link to SGA on your website and allow us to link to your website

· Attend annual meeting and regular coalition calls

· Identify a main contact person for your group

· Contribute annual dues based on your organizational budget, by check to Smart Growth America. (see below)

How much are membership dues?

NOTE: (If one of the main focuses of your organization is NOT smart growth, the budget for the smart growth program may be used as the basis instead):

	Organizational Budget
	Dues

	Under $25,000
	$50

	$25-$50,000
	$150

	$50-$100,000
	$250

	$100-500,000
	$500

	$500-$1,000,000
	$750

	$1-$2.5 million
	$1000

	$2.5-$5 million
	$1,250

	Over $5 million
	$1,500


SGA Coalition Member Application: Part I 

Smart Growth America is a coalition of national, state and local organizations working to improve the ways we plan and build the towns, cities and metro areas we call home. The coalition includes many of the best-known national organizations advocating on behalf of historic preservation, the environment, farmland and open space preservation, neighborhood revitalization and more. Our state- and regional-level members are community-based organizations working to save treasured landscapes while making our towns and cities ever more livable and lovable.
Our Mission

We believe that the American people deserve healthy cities, towns and suburbs; homes that are both affordable and close to jobs and activities; fewer hours in traffic and more opportunities to enjoy recreation and natural areas; air and water of the highest quality; and a landscape our children can be proud to inherit. We believe that ordinary citizens deserve a much greater say, and better options, in choosing their communities’ future.

To that end, our members work with citizens across the country to preserve our built and natural heritage, promote fairness for people of all backgrounds, fight for high-quality neighborhoods, expand choices in housing and transportation and improve poorly conceived development projects.

Membership with SGA is renewed every two years.

______________________________(organization name) supports Smart Growth America’s mission and agrees to uphold the membership expectations outlined here:

· Help set and act on Smart Growth America’s coalition campaign priorities
· Provide a link to SGA on your website and allow us to link to your website

· Attend annual meeting and regular coalition calls

· Identify a main contact person for your group
· Endorse Smart Growth America’s mission (sign the member compact) and fill out the member information form, both below

· Identify a main contact person for your group

· Pay annual membership dues
___________________________

____________________

Signature 





Date

___________________________

Printed Name

SGA Coalition Member Application: Part II

Informational Questionnaire

Please fill this out for our member directory.

Organization Name: 

Website:
Budget (full or smart growth program):
Mission:

Priority Issues/Campaigns (please describe):

1.

2.

3.

Contact Information

Who from your organization will be the main point of contact for SGA staff?  Please also list the Executive Director, if he/she is not the main contact. Along with contact information, please indicate whether or not each person wants to get involved in SGA’s Federal Policy Committee
Main contact

Name:

Title:

E-mail:

Address:

Phone:
Federal Policy Committee?
Other staff

Name:

Title:

E-mail:

Address:

Phone:
Federal Policy Committee?
Name:

Title:

E-mail:

Address:

Phone:

Federal Policy Committee?
Please indicate if you are interested in receiving any of the following e-newsletters: 

___The Washington Update is our regular update on federal policy and legislation related to smart growth, transportation, and other related issues moving through Capitol Hill or federal agencies.

___Complete the Streets - The monthly newsletter issued by the National Complete Streets Coalition provides a roundup of news related to complete streets policies --- policies to ensure that the entire right of way is routinely designed and operated to enable safe access for all users. If you are interested in livable streets, biking, walking or mobility for seniors and the handicapped, this is for you. Visit www.completestreets.org

___The National Vacant Properties Campaign newsletter sends out the latest news and announcements bi-monthly from the National Vacant Properties Campaign — working to end the twin disasters of vacancy and abandonment nationwide. Learn more at www.vacantproperties.org

___Transportation for America Activist list – Learn about the upcoming reauthorization of the federal transportation bill and how you can take action to ensure a transportation system where cyclists and pedestrians are safe, trains are faster and run cleaner, public transportation is widely available and efficient, roads and bridges are in good repair, and Americans everywhere benefit from a smarter network of transportation alternatives. 
___ Smart Growth Around America is our bi-monthly newsletter highlighting progress, new research, trends and events that can help you stay informed and get you involved. We'll also send you periodic Action Alerts to give you an opportunity to weigh in on federal, state, and even local legislation and policy with your elected representatives.
Smart Growth America also manages several internal listservs. Please let us know if you’re interested in being added to any of the following:

___Federal Climate & Smart Growth: A coalition of groups working to include smart growth solutions and transportation choices in federal climate change legislation.

___State and Regional Climate & Smart Growth: Groups working to advance smart growth solutions to global warming on the state and regional level.

___SGA Communicators: Individuals interested in helping to develop framing and messaging for smart growth issues.

___State & Regional Caucus: A subset of the SGA coalition, these groups focus specifically on advancing smart growth policy wins at the state and/or regional level.

Please return this application by e-mail or fax to:

Elisa M. Ortiz, State Campaigns Director
Smart Growth America

eortiz@smartgrowthamerica.org 
Fax 202-207-3349

Upon approval of your application, we will notify you and send a request for your dues contribution (see above), which is payable via check to Smart Growth America, Attn: Elisa Ortiz.  
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