INSERT DATE

The Honorable [FULL NAME]

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator [LAST NAME]:

I am writing to urge you to support additional provisions in S. 2191, America’s Climate Security Act, that would reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation sector.  Specifically, we support shifting $5-7 billion of the revenues generated by this bill to providing citizens the transportation, housing, and land use choices that reduce people’s dependence on driving. 

Tackling climate change without addressing rising vehicle miles traveled (VMT) rates will not only leave us short of the greenhouse gas goals we need to reach, but also will cause an increased burden on American households as transportation costs rise. Fortunately, we have the ‘technology’ to reduce global warming pollution generated by increased driving—by creating more walkable communities and providing the transportation choices that are not just climate-friendly, but are in great demand, generate economic benefits, and contribute to household transportation savings. Several recent studies show that such policies reduce vehicle miles traveled rates by about a third, while at the same time spurring economic development and improving the health of the community.

The Energy Information Administration estimates that driving rates, measured in VMT, will double nationwide by 2030. Unchanged, this projected growth in driving will wipe out the combined CO2 reductions of higher CAFE standards passed in last year’s energy bill and the low carbon fuel standards currently under consideration.

To avoid this scenario, America’s Climate Security Act should incentivize transportation alternatives and encourage more efficient land use patterns that allow more people to take public transportation, use intercity passenger rail, bike, or walk. Many of these changes are best supported through local or regional policies and programs, yet currently, the bill provides no funding or assistance to localities. Provisions that support local, regional and in some cases, state activities to reduce transportation sector CO​2 emissions would help us to meet the challenge of climate change and would make America’s Climate Security Act a stronger, more comprehensive bill.

We urge you to contact the lead sponsors of S. 2191, Senators Joe Lieberman and John Warner, as well as Senator Barbara Boxer, to express your support for including funding for VMT-reducing activities that would cut greenhouse gas emissions and bring a host of other co-benefits to America’s communities. Thank you, and we look forward to working with you on this issue.
Sincerely,

PERSONALIZE YOUR LETTER

· Add examples of successful local brownfield/infill development projects

· Add any state stats of VMT rates in cities versus suburbs

· Add examples of technical assistance needs from your state

· Add examples of transit funding needs from your state

