[Your Letterhead or Logo] 

[Date] 

[For a Representative:] 

The Honorable [insert full name] 
U.S. House of Representatives 

[Insert District Office Address] 


[Or, for a Senator:] 

The Honorable [insert full name] 
United States Senate 

[Insert State/District Office Address] 

Dear [Representative or Senator insert last name]: 

I write in strong support of the Partnership for Sustainable Communities and urge you to maintain funding in both the FY 2011 Continuing Resolution and the budget for FY 2012. 

The Partnership for Sustainable Communities is a shining example of how the government can effectively leverage federal programs for the greatest long-term benefit to our communities. The Partnership helps communities rebuild their economies from the ground up and does so in ways that will keep them competitive into the 21st century. Cutting these programs would be a short-sighted solution to the budget shortfall, and one which would stunt the economic growth of regions currently benefitting from the program.

There is strong community support [in your state/district] for the Partnership for Sustainable Communities. [Insert a paragraph about your community and the importance of the grant you received or hope to receive through this program.] 

Specifically, I support the following budget provisions:

•
Continued funding for the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Sustainable Communities Initiative, which provides Regional Planning Grants and Community Challenge Grants that help communities to leverage private sector investment, improve strategic growth, streamline regulatory barriers and make strategic investments with limited taxpayer dollars.

•
Continued funding for the Department of Transportation’s TIGER program in FY11, which strengthens the economy, creates jobs, reduces gridlock, and provides safe, low-cost transportation choices to our citizens.

•
The full commitment of obligated funds to grants received by more than 87 regions around the country under the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Sustainable Communities Initiative and the Department of Transportation’s TIGER program in FY09 and FY10.

I understand that this year’s budget decisions are difficult ones and Congress is right to cut wasteful spending. But the Partnership for Sustainable Communities helps the federal government work smarter and should not be among the cuts to this year’s budget.

Please preserve these important funds to help keep America competitive and economically strong into the 21st century.

Sincerely, 

[Your name and organization] 

