
Smart Growth

Plan JH

May 26, 2011 Jackson, Wyoming



1

Smart Growth America . . .

. . . advocates for people who want to live and 

work in great neighborhoods. We believe smart 

growth solutions support businesses and jobs, 

provide more options for how people get 

around and make it more affordable to live near 

work and the grocery store. Our coalition works 

with communities to fight sprawl and save 

money. We are making Americaôs 

neighborhoods great together.
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Overview

ÅSign in!

ÅHow I got my grey hair

ÅSmart growth

ÅIssues in rural/resort communities

ÅLeveraging smart growth concepts
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My background

Å30+ years public and private 
practice

ÅProfessional Engineer

ÅFellow of ASCE

ÅProfessional Planner

ÅMember of AICP and APA

ÅPast President of MAP

ÅCommunity Development 
Director, McCall, ID

ÅDirector of Missoula City-
County Office of Planning and 
Grants

Portland, OR

World Trade Center PATH Terminal
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My experience ïrural/resort
Å Aspen

Å Snowmass Village

Å Basalt

Å Carbondale

Å Glenwood Springs

Å Silt

Å Rifle

Å Gypsum

Å Eagle

Å Avon

Å Beaver Creek

Å Vail

Å Minturn

Å Granby

Å Durango

Aspen, CO

Basalt, CO
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My experience ïrural/resort

Å Jackson

Å Wilson

Å Driggs

Å Ketchum

Å Hailey

Å Bellevue

Å Sedona

Å Moab

Å Chelan

Å Stehekin

Å Bend

Å Sisters

Å Redmond

Å Joseph

Å Enterprise

Å Wallowa

Å Lostine

Å McCall

Å Donnelly

Å Cascade

Å New Meadows

Å Council

Basalt, CO

Aspen, CO
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My experience ïrural/resort

Å Sequoia National Park

Å Kings Canyon NP

Å Arches NP

Å North Cascades NP

Å Colorado National Monument

Å Pinnacles National Monument Basalt, CO

Aspen, CO
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What Iôveheardé

Wengen
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Smart growth is ugly.

Riomaggiore, Italy
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We have no history with it.

Boston,  MA
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Nobody would want to live there.

Aspen, CO
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It just doesnôt work here.

Pearl District, Portland, OR



12

Shut up and drive!
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Trend is not destiny.

-Lewis Mumford
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The ñsilver tsunamiò
Projected Montana Pop. by Age Groupings
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Graph courtesy of Dr. Larry Swanson, OõConnor Center for the Rocky Mountain West, U. of Montana
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U.S. Housing Projections
Household 1960 2000 2025

With children 48% 33 28

Without children 52 67 72

Single 13 26 28

U.S. as a whole Supply 2003 Change needed 
2025

Attached 27 million 26 million more

Small Lot 22 million 30 million more

Large Lot (>7000 sq. ft.) 57 million 22 million less

bŜƭǎƻƴΣ !ǊǘƘǳǊ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ²ƛƭƭ 9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ [ƛǾŜΚέ 9t! ²ƘƛǘŜ tŀǇŜǊΣ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ¢ŜŎƘ нллт
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1998

Obesity Trends* Among US Adults
(*BMI ²30, or about 30 lbs. overweight for 5ô4ò person)

2006

1990

No Data          <10%           10%ð14% 15%ð19%           20%ð24%          25%ð29%           Ó30%
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0.00% 5.00% 10.00% 15.00% 20.00% 25.00% 30.00%

Less than $10,000

$10,000 to $14,999

$15,000 to $24,999

$25,000 to $34,999

$35,000 to $49,999

$50,000 to $74,999

$75,000 to $99,999

$100,000 to $149,999

$150,000 to $199,999

$200,000 or more

Housing affordability

About 2/3 of Missoula 
families canõt afford to 
buy median priced 
home

American Community Survey
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What is his inheritance?

ÅOld?

ÅFat?

ÅBroke?

ÅAlone?
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More than any other time in history, 

mankind faces a crossroads. One path 

leads to despair and utter 

hopelessness. The other, to total 

extinction. Let us pray we have the 

wisdom to choose correctly.

ïWoody Allen
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Shaping the future we want
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What is smart growth?

Smart growth is development that revitalizes neighborhoods, 
protects farmland and open space, keeps housing affordable, and 

provides more transportation choices.  

It is development that is good for the environment, community, 
and economy.
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What is Smart Growth? 
ÅMakes development 

decisions predictable, fair, 

and cost-effective.

ÅMakes efficient use of 

public investment in 

infrastructure, schools, and 

services

Å Creates complete 
neighborhoods where daily 
needs are close at hand

ÅCreates a safe, inviting 
environment for walking

ÅPuts jobs and schools within 
reach of residents

ÅProvides a variety of 
transportation options

ÅFosters distinctive and 
attractive communities with a 
strong sense of place

ÅPreserves natural beauty, 
parks, and environmentally-
critical areas
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Strengthen and direct development 

towards existing communities
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Foster Distinctive, Attractive Communities with 

a Strong Sense of Place
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Create Walkable Neighborhoods


