
 

20. Travis County, TX (17)

19. Orange County, FL (17)

18. Denton County, TX (0)

 17. Lake County, IL (4)

16. Broward County, FL (8)

15. Gwinnett County, GA (5)

 14. Adams County, CO (1)

13. Riverside County, CA (67)

12. Shelby County, TN (3)

11. Bexar County, TX (14)

10. Montgomery County, TX (1)

9. San Diego County, CA (99)

8. San Bernardino County, CA (85)

7. Palm Beach County, FL (20)

6. Mecklenburg County, NC (5)

5. Hillsborough County, FL (10)

4. Maricopa County, AZ (22)

3. Tarrant County, TX (1)

2. Oklahoma County, OK (0)

1. Harris County, TX (9)
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These 20 counties in the nation’s 35 fastest growing large metro areas are projected to lose the greatest 
amount of open space to development through 2025. Projections of future development are based on 
Woods & Poole population projections and recent development densities. See Data Sources and Methodol-
ogy, below.

FIGURE 2. Large Amounts of Open Space in the Path of Development: Counties with the 
Largest Amount of Open Space Projected to be Developed through 2025 under Existing 
Sprawl Patterns


