FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 1, 2010

New Poll Shows Americans Strongly Support
Public Transportation; More Walking and Biking
CONTACT: Alex Goldschmidt, Smart Growth America, (202) 207-3355 x112,
agoldschmidt@smartgrowthamerica.org

Washington, DC – A new national poll conducted for Transportation for America,
Smart Growth America, and the Natural Resources Defense Council shows that
American voters overwhelmingly support broader access to public
transportation and safe walking and biking. The poll shows strong support for
increased transportation options, and accountability for future spending, across
both geographic areas and political lines. More than four-in-five voters (82
percent) say that “the United States would benefit from an expanded and
improved transportation system,” that includes rail and buses. This view is held
by an overwhelming majority of voters in every part of the country. Even in rural
America, 79 percent of voters agreed with the statement, despite much lower
use of public transportation compared to urban Americans.
“In small towns and big cities alike, Americans are saying loudly and clearly that
their lives would be better, and their nation stronger, if we had world-class
public transportation and more options for walking and bicycling,” said Geoff
Anderson, President of Smart Growth America.“If Americans themselves were
crafting the transportation bill,” Anderson said, “we would see a doubling of the
share for public transportation; an ironclad system of accountability for restoring

existing roads and bridges before simply building more of them; and a strong
commitment to making all our streets safe enough for kids to bicycle to school
or so seniors can walk to nearby restaurants or the drug store.”
Read more about the poll findings, including a detailed presentation on the
findings at http://t4america.org/resources/2010survey
Smart Growth America is the only national organization dedicated to
researching, advocating for and leading coalitions to bring smart growth
practices to more communities nationwide. From providing more sidewalks to
ensuring more homes are built near public transit or that productive farms
remain a part of our communities, smart growth helps make sure people across
the nation can live in great neighborhoods. For additional information, please
visit www.smartgrowthamerica.org.
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